Poets.org Assignment

Before you begin, you should have gone to www.poets.org , chosen a poet, printed out two poems by that poet and that poet’s short biography. Once you have these items printed out, complete the following and be prepared to share it with the class:

1. Complete a criticism sheet on each poem. 

2. Choose a favorite line from each poem and explain why you chose that line. 

3. Analyze the title of each poem. Is it an interesting hook of a title, or is it boring?

4. Try to summarize what the poem is talking about in normal human language. 

5. Try to identify any metaphors or similes and explain what is being compared. 

6. Try to identify any abstractions.

7. Try to identify any solid images that you could see, taste, touch, hear, or smell. 

8. Judge the poem on its balance of images and abstractions. Are there too many of one and not enough of the other? Explain your answer. 

9. After reading the poet’s biography, choose the most interesting detail. 

10. Using the line you chose from each poem and the interesting biography detail, create a new poem of your own. The poem must have:

a. At least 25 lines
b. At least 13 of the lines must be at minimum 10 words

c. An interesting title

d. At least five concrete images

e. No more than five abstractions

