AP Physics

Ms. Maxwell

Welcome to AP Physics. We are going to have a great year. The material we study is both practical and beautiful.  While some of it is difficult, your hard work and curiosity will be rewarded.

The AP course is extremely challenging, similar to the physics course taken by science majors in college.  You are to be commended for taking on that challenge.  I look forward to working with you.

You must take both the AP exam and the Regents exam as a requirement of the course.  The Regents exam will serve as part of your final assessment.

Required Course Materials 

1. You will need a clear ruler with metric (centimeter) markings, a protractor, pens, and pencils.  Colored pencils come in very handy, too, if you like that sort of thing.  You will also need to purchase a Regents review book, to be selected by me.  

2. You will also need a scientific calculator. These cost about $10 to $15 or less.  You must be able to do scientific notation and trig functions.  Look for one that has a button for “EXP” or “EE” directly (without having to press extra buttons for secondary functions).  It is vital that you have your own calculator and know how to use it.  A graphing calculator is fine, also, and is allowed on the AP and Regents exams.

3. In addition to taking notes, you will get a lot of handouts, activity sheets, and so forth.  You will need a loose-leaf binder with dividers to hold it all.

Grading 

1. Quizzes and “quizlets” are 45% of your grade.

2. Unit tests, of which there are only one or two per marking period, are 25% of your grade.

3. Homework is 20% of your grade.  You will have homework most nights.  I may collect it, check it at your desk, have you do it online, or offer a short quiz that should be easy if you have done the assignment. Homework is due at the beginning of the period. If it is not out and ready on your desk when I come to check or collect it, it is late.  Late homework will generally be accepted for half credit within two weeks of the original due date (but see below).  

4. Labs are 10% of your grade. You earn this grade by doing your lab and lab report fully and carefully, not by getting the expected answer.  I use several methods to evaluate lab work, often during the lab or at the end of the lab period.  Sometimes you will be assigned to hand in a written lab report that day or the next day. Late labs will be accepted up to two weeks after they were due (but see below), for a maximum grade of 65%. 

5. Credit will not generally be awarded for late work after the close of a unit or a marking period.  This is true even for work missed due to excused absence, although exceptions may be made when appropriate.  Within this deadline, work missed due to excused absence may be made up for full credit.
Getting Help 

I encourage you to work together on homework and labs and when studying for tests. This does not mean copying homework, labs, or other work, which does not help you learn.  As a rule of thumb, if you are sharing written work, you are probably cheating.  (An exception would be a lab in which one partner was designated to keep a written record of the group’s data.  Sharing that written data with other members of the lab group would obviously be appropriate.)  We will discuss appropriate and inappropriate ways of helping your friends in class.  

You can also come to me for help after school. Most days I am in my room until between four-thirty and five o'clock. 

