Why is rhyming important?

In a study with four and five year old children, Bryan and Bradley (1985) report that scores on initial rhyming tests predicted reading and spelling progress three to four years later.  These researchers suggest rhyme facilitates reading and spelling in the following ways:

1. Rhyming helps students develop phonemic awareness, which facilitates decoding.

2. Rhyming teaches students to group words together by sounds, thereby reducing the number of words they have to learn to read by making generalizations of larger sound units.

3. Rhyming teaches students to make connections between categories and the letter-string patterns that are used to spell words.

Rhyming Activities

1. Read stories that have rhyming words

Draw child’s attention to the words that rhyme.  Help the child to identify      the patterns made by a rhyme, i.e., which last two sounds are the same.  Remember the goal is for the child to become an independent analyzer of sounds in words.

2. Which one does not belong?

Give three consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words, e.g., but, mat, cat.

“Two of these words rhyme, one does not rhyme.  Can you tell me which one does not rhyme with the others?”

3. Match the rhyme

Present four pictures, one of which is placed inside a square.  Name each

  picture and have the child identify the picture that rhymes with the one inside                       

  the box.

4. Provide the rhyming word

“Say a word that sounds like_______.”  The child is to produce a rhyming

                  word.  A nonsense word is acceptable as long as it rhymes.
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