Social Language Development
1. Infants respond to others’ facial expression and tone of voice (Fin & Dziurawiec, 1989).

2. Joint attention skills are typically mastered by 18 months (Baron-Cohen, 1995).

3. Children as young as 20-24 months can express and/or label internal states (e.g., happy, sad, good, bad) (Bretherton, McNew, & Beeghly-Smith, 1981).

4. Children between the ages of 24 and 36 months talk about their thinking with words like think, remember, and know (Bretherton & Beeghly, 1982).

5. By 36 months, children can infer happy (Hadwin & Perner, 1991).

6. Preschoolers can listen to a situation and predict the emotional reaction and facial expression a person will display (Denham, 1986).
7. Between the ages of 3 and 7, children begin to tell white (prosocial) lies.  This increases with age as children understand that the blunt truth can hurt others and prosocial lies are expected (DePaulo & Bell, 1996; DePaulo & Kashy, 1998).

8. Between the ages of 6 and 8, children can:
    -tell which person in a photograph shows a particular emotion, label the     

                emotion, and make a face to show an emotion

    -Interpret a common gesture, such as a shrug to mean “I don’t know,” and use  

                nonverbal language/gestures to send a common message, such as “Come here”.                

                (Bowers & Huisingh, 2008).
      9.    Six- to seven-year-olds defer judgment or decision-making to an authority versus      

             taking responsibility to resolve a conflict themselves (Bowers & Huisingh, 2008)

