HINTS FOR LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

These hints are directed toward the pre-schooler, but many also apply to school-aged children.

Do’s and Don’t’s for stimulating language at home

Do’s

1. Give your child your full attention whenever possible when they are speaking.  The “token” listener is one who gives only casual attention to the speaker.  Be sure your child knows that what he or she says is important to you.

2. Read to your child regularly.  Talk about the story and pictures after you’ve      read.  

3. Repeat simple nursery rhymes over and over.  Listening to and practicing the 

      rhythms are important for speech development.

4. Talk to your child about the order (sequence) of activities.  What did you do 

first, next, and last.  Talk about time sequences, referring to words such as yesterday, today, tomorrow, before, after, while, etc.

5. Give your child simple directions to follow using prepositions such as in, on, 

under, next to, etc.

DON’T’S

1. Don’t bombard your child with questions. Give him or her time to respond to        

one thing at a time.

2. Don’t interrupt your child constantly.  Give him or her time to get his or her    

thoughts organized and expressed.

3. Don’t be concerned if some of the words are not pronounced perfectly at first.

4. Don’t use baby talk or talk down to your child

5. Don’t show your child that you are anxious about his or her speech.

6. Don’t talk about your child’s speech or language difficulties in front of him or her.

