
Paired Passage Practice 

and the  

Extended Response Question 

 
How to successfully complete this packet: 

 1. Read BOTH passages 

2. Highlight/underline any information that will help you in 

answering the questions (mark up the text!) and yes, you may look 

at the questions before you read the passages. 

 3. Follow all directions 

 4. Do your best!  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’re going to do 

great! 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

“The Quest of the Silver Fleece” 

 



1.  How does the author use sound to establish the mood of the story? Use three details from the 

passage to support your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  How does the music change the way the boy feels? Use three details from the passage to 

support your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Home” 

 

3.  How does the speaker’s changing perception of the setting affect the way the speaker feels 

over the course of the poem? Use three details from the poem to support your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages 

 

1. Describe how the main character of “The Quest of the Silver Fleece” and the speaker of 

“Home” feel initially and how each one’s feelings change over time. 

 

 In your response, be sure to do the following: 

  

 Describe how the character in “The Quest of the Silver Fleece” feels at the 

beginning of his journey and how his feelings change 

 Describe how the speaker in “Home” feels upon returning home and how the 

speaker’s feelings change 

 Describe similarities and/or differences in the change of feelings experienced in 

both passages 

 Use details from both passages in your response 

 

 

 

Some helpful advice for planning your extended response: 
  

1. Read the writing prompt. 

 

2. Next, focus on the bullets—they will tell you exactly what to include in your body 

paragraphs 

  

3. Decide how many body paragraphs you need (body paragraphs are the paragraphs that 

come in-between your introduction and conclusion).  A good way to figure out the 

number of body paragraphs is to count the number of bullets and subtract 1. For example, 

this essay would have THREE body paragraphs, plus an introduction and conclusion (5 

paragraphs, total). If I were writing this, I would dedicate a body paragraph to each of the 

first three bullets. 

 

4. Restate the question as your claim (your topic sentence—what you’re proving to be 

true). 

 

5. Select appropriate details from the passages for your paragraphs. Make sure your 

details help to prove your claim true and help answer the question being asked of you. 

Make connections! 

 

6. Add appropriate transition words within your paragraphs. 

 

7. Begin with a short introduction and end with a short conclusion (don’t give your 

details away in your introduction—save those for the body paragraphs). 

 

8. Finally, proofread your extended response answer to make sure that it makes sense! 

Read it out loud (quietly) if you have to. 

 

**Remember, the more specific details you have to prove the claim true, the better! Be 

sure to make sure that your details support and back up your claim, and explain how they 

do! 

 

Plan your extended response on the next page… 

Introduction (make your claim!): 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Body paragraph 1: 

 

Topic sentence: 

 

 

 

Detail 1: 

  

Why: 

 

 

Detail 2: 

 

 Why: 

  

 

Detail 3: 

  

 Why: 

 

 

 

Body paragraph 2: 

 

Topic sentence: 

 

 

Detail 1: 

  

Why: 

 

 

Detail 2: 

 

 Why: 

  

 

Detail 3: 

  

 Why: 

 

 

 

 

Body paragraph 3: 



 

Topic sentence: 

 

 

Detail 1: 

  

Why: 

 

 

Detail 2: 

 

 Why: 

  

 

Detail 3: 

  

 

 Why: 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go back and re-read your outline.  

Does all of the evidence connect to your claim?  

Have you answered all parts of the question? 

Have you used evidence from BOTH selections? 

 

 


