Lang (
7th Grade English Language Arts

Welcome! (
This year, we will be focusing on reading, writing, grammar, critical thinking, and research.  All of these will aid you in achieving success on the NYS ELA exam that you will take April 1-3, 2014.  We will be studying a wide variety of short stories, poetry, plays, and novels.  We will focus on both formal and informal writing—including daily journals, in-class writing, creative and research assignments.  We will also be working on grammar, note-taking, and public speaking skills.  I look forward to having a great year with you!

* In this course, literary selections will include:


*Novels: Al Capone Does My Shirts, The Giver, Where the Red Fern Grows, 
  and Nothing But the Truth

* Short story, non-fiction, and poetry selections from the Prentice Hall Bronze Edition 
   Literature Anthology (textbook) and other sources.
* We will also be studying film, television programs, and music related to materials used in class.

* You will need the following items for class:


* 1 ½” 3-ring binder

* 2-pocket folder (yellow)

* 1 One-subject college ruled spiral bound notebook (yellow)

* 1 composition notebook (for a journal to leave in class)


* Post-it notes


* Highlighter


* College-ruled loose-leaf paper


* Pencils/pens (black or blue only)

* In addition to reading assignments, you should be prepared for:


* Quizzes and tests based on grammar, vocabulary, and literature


* Homework assignments based on literature selections, vocabulary, grammar, writing, etc…


* Writing assignments and projects based on literature/film selections

*Grading will be broken into the following percentages:


* Writing/Projects,
60%


  Tests, & Quizzes




* Homework

25%


* Participation

15%



-includes journal

* Homework Policy


* Full credit given when turned in complete and on time

* If assignment is not complete, you will be asked to stay after school that day to make up 
   missed work for ½ credit.
* No credit if turned in the following day or if after school activity period is skipped (unless   

   you are absent…see back of handout)
*Written Assignments/Projects


* Full credit given when turned in on time


* 10 points off for every day late, up to 5 days (yes, weekends count!  If it’s a weekend, you 

   may e-mail me your late essay.)

* Zero is given after 5 days

* If you are ABSENT:


* It is your responsibility to make up all missed work!!

* You have as many days as you were absent to make up missed 
  assignments 

* My Rules:
* Bathroom trips only in emergency situations. You must sign out in order to leave and please  

   use your time between classes for this. Abuse of this privilege will result in its loss.
* No food or drink in class

—Water is the only exception to the no drink rule. 

* Please use respectful and appropriate language.


* Please be in your seat when the bell rings and begin work on the entrance task.


* Being late to class will result in a lunch detention after 3 strikes.


* No paper “fringe” on assignments that are turned in—please do them on loose leaf… not in 
 
   your  notebook.

*What I expect of you:
* Come to class prepared every day (bring your supplies and COMPLETED assignments)

—no locker trips will be allowed, so plan your time wisely.


* Bring a positive attitude


* Respect your fellow classmates and yourself


* Smile! (
Mrs. Lang is available for activity period help on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.
* If you have any questions or concerns any time during the school year, please contact me: 
phone: 683-5811 
(school #--just leave a message, and I’ll return your call ASAP)

e-mail: hlang@fabius.cnyric.org
