Honors Participation in Government & AP Microeconomics
COURSE INFORMATION
Structure

Due to the timing of Advanced Placement examinations, what are typically two separate, semester-long classes in Government and Economics is now a full-year class combining both disciplines.  The following outline is a summary of the course.

PART I:  Honors Participation in Government

· Dates:  September 3rd to December 23rd 
· This portion of the course is a study in the role each of us plays in making American democracy work.  The goal is to provide you, the student, with an understanding of how government operates.  In doing so, you will hopefully develop a willingness to participate actively in government throughout your life.  The curriculum is loosely based on the Advanced Placement curriculum.  Weekly reading, interest in current events, and class participation are vital to your success.  
· Major topics include, but are not limited to, individual rights, voting & elections, policymaking, and the judicial system.
· There will be a final exam for this portion of the course prior to winter break.  The grade will be combined with the unit exam from Part III of the course to determine your final exam grade. This exam will factor into your final course grade.
PART II:  AP Microeconomics
· Dates:  January 5th through May 15th 
· This portion of the course is a college level introductory microeconomics course.  We will examine how markets operate and how economic decisions are made.  Weekly reading, completion of assigned problem sets, and independent review are necessary for success in this portion of the course.  Strong basic math skills, such as graphing and basic algebra, as well as logic, are a major component of the microeconomics curriculum.
· Major topics include, but are not limited to, scarcity and opportunity cost, supply and demand, and market structures.
· There is no final exam for this portion of the course.
PART III:  Government and the Economy

· Dates:  Mid-May to June 7th
· This portion of the course allows us to combine various aspects of government and microeconomics.  The goal is to gain an understanding of the vital interaction between government and the economy.
· Major topics include taxation, the American banking system, and the Federal Reserve.

· Grades from this portion of the course will factor into your grade for the 4th marking period.

· There will be a unit exam for this part of the course, which will be combined with the final exam from Part I of the course to determine your final exam grade. 
I.  Contact Information

· F-P Junior/Senior High Phone Number
683-5811

· E-Mail Address



bgumpper@fabius.cnyric.org
· Twitter





@MrGumpper

· Class Website




www.edmodo.com

· Students are encouraged to contact me with any questions or concerns.

· Course information, class notes, and assignments can also be found on Edmodo and Twitter.
I. Materials
· Textbooks: 
· Honors Government:  Government In America (Edwards, et.al.)
· AP Microeconomics:  Economics  (Stiglitz & Walsh)
· Additional Reading:  Naked Economics, (Wheelan)
· Suggested Materials:
· You’re a senior. Figure it out.
II. Classroom Policies

· Expectations:



Students are expected to be present in class on a regular basis, actively participate in class discussions and lessons, and complete assigned readings and work on time (see Assigned Work Policies).

· Assigned Work Policies:


Students will be exposed to various types of assignments throughout the school year.  This will allow for an accurate assessment of each student’s ability.

· Tests and Quizzes – You will be notified of tests and quizzes at least two days in advance.  There will be no “pop” quizzes.  Assessments will be based on class lectures and activities, assigned work, and assigned readings.
· Writing and Projects – Writing assignments and projects not only help you understand course content, but also improve writing, communication skills, and creativity.  Quality of work is the most important part of these assignments. Types of assignments include, but are not limited to essays, research papers, and short responses. 

· Homework – This is used to enhance each day’s lesson and provide thought-provoking questions about content.  You can expect to have approximately three homework assignments per week.
· Late Work / Missed Work Policies

· Exams, Tests, & Quizzes

· If you are absent on the day of a test or quiz, it is your responsibility to arrange a time to complete it by the end of the current marking period.  Failure to do so will result in a zero on that test or quiz.
· Writing & Projects



1st Day Late:
5% reduction
2nd Day Late:
15% reduction

3rd Day Late:
25% reduction

4th Day Late:
50% reduction

5th Day Late:
No Grade/Zero

· Homework

· It is your responsibility to obtain assignments missed due to absence.  

· If you are legally absent on the day a homework assignment is due, it will be due the day you return.
· Assignments may be turned in up to one day late and 20% will be deducted from your grade.
· Homework assignments that I check in class cannot be turned in late.
· Plagiarism

Plagiarism is illegal and will not be tolerated.  Copying a classmate’s work, or copying directly from an author’s work are examples of plagiarism.  If a student is found to have plagiarized, he/she will receive no credit for that assignment and further disciplinary action may follow.
III. Grading Policy:

· Grades are based on a point system and will be given every ten weeks.  There will also be a final exam grade, which will be weighted the same as one ten week grade.
· Types of assignments will be weighted as follows:
Exams, Tests, and Quizzes:

55%

Homework:



30%

Written Assignments and Projects:
15%
