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HEAD LICE

The focus for treatment of head lice is education and proper treatment NOT blame!!!! It is the parent/guardian’s responsibility to monitor your family and provide appropriate treatment.
Facts about head lice:

6,000,000 children become infested with head lice every year.

4,000,000 adults become infested with head lice every year.

10% of the world’s population has head lice at any given time. 

10-15% of children miss school because of head lice. 

Most head lice are contacted from home, not at school.

Peak season in CNY for head lice is August.

Head lice do not discriminate!

Any person can get head lice!

Head lice cannot jump or fly!

Head lice cannot live on inanimate objects.

Head lice cannot live on pets.

Head lice cannot live in school buses.

Head lice can run up to 45 mph.

Head lice only feed on human blood.

Shared helmets and headphones rarely harbor lice or nits.

Per Harvard School of Public Health (Dec 2004) “the effort necessary  

      to effectively inspect and clean these devices, however, is not 

      likely warranted.”

Prevention:


Avoid physical contact with a person that has head lice.


DO NOT share combs, hats, scarves, ribbons, or other personal items.


Examine & treat household members who’ve had close contact with

               the infected person.

Common reasons for treatment failure:

· Misdiagnosis

· Ineffective method

· Shampoo used incorrectly

· Resistance to shampoo

· Combs don’t work

How to effectively treat:

· Use a nit comb only  (nit combing can take 2-4 hours)

· Shampoo only when live lice noted

· Follow shampoo manufacturers directions exactly
· The 2nd treatment must be done on day 10
· Use hair conditioner to clog lice breathing 

· Contact your health care provider if you have difficulty treating 

